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It has been : ald that man is naturally a rellgious anlmal and has L & G
always sought toiunderstand his creation. That.a divine hand nou-. P, B
rishes and sustains évery partlcle in nature has‘never been in doubt
and from the study «<f nature man “has attempted to flnd the answers,
that are demanded by his very ex1stenee. ‘*_-' Fdun e

Not all people. were suited to pursue. this task nor were all peopIe ' R
fit to shdrye ih: the answers.  In fact fhe aréane information gathered
had to be protected for its own sake ‘and Tér'all- these -reasons the ;
Mystery Iellglons and Secret societies of aneient cultures, came into e
being. RIS ;

Their chlef 6b3edt~was always to teach ’ ”the doctrlne o£ one .God, the s
resurrection ofrman bo. etexnal 1ife, the‘dignity of the. human soul, FERLE i
and to lead the people to. see the shadow’ of the diety in the beanty b1
magnificande and:splendour of the universe®,  That: they were also R
instrumental in advancing the leaiming of the seciences, the arts and
philosophy and raising the culture of ancient societies can not be

denied. WModern: soclety, for all its apparent technology could not

compare with'ithe anc1ents in terms of archrtectural des;gn and con—

structiof, " phllcsophy and. the arts e ; BT ey i

Th :se Whé® galned entrance 1nto the ancient phllosophlc - rellglous WALL o
mystery: 'scHools were: varlously known as’® pharoahs, magi, druids,. serpents, .
snakes, initii and so on, all words meaning first or 1n1t;a1.v¢jhe R
ancient iniates believed that man could'not live: 1ntelligent1y unless

he had a fundamental and working knowledge of nature and It laws. “The
Mysteries were devoted}to instructing man'in the'understandlng of how
divine laws ‘operated in.the universe. They taught.man to, "use' is b
faculties’ intelllgently,.to be patient ifi “the face of azve131ty, to

be courageous when confronted by danger, ‘to.bestrae in the mldst e c
temptation, to view a worthy ‘1life as the ‘mogt: acceptable sacrlflce g Lo
God “and ‘his- body as an alter sacred to the dle,y .

Only to the- 1n1t1ates yould be revealed: “the esetermc, sp1r1tua1 teachlngs
while thevrest of: humahlty would receivé thé. literal;. exoteric 1nter—;
pretatiofs. This can be seen clearly when considering scraptural wofk\
The great: mass:of people will look for nothing more than. literal inter-
pretations=.. the text, but 1n1t1ates will ‘recognise. that lshe: storaes
and parables axe: sublime allegories f£or- sp1r1tual truths.; :

Celsus contrasted the, basic requlrements for 1n1t1at10n 1n+o the eariy
Christian church: w1th those ‘of into the pagan mysteries with the caustic
words: . "That I do not accuse the Christians more bitterly than truth f
compels, may be conjectured from hence, that the cryers ‘who qall men
to other mystermes proclalm as follows:
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'let him approach whose hands are pure, and whose words are wise'

And again others proclalm- 'Let hdm approach who is pure from all
wickedmess, whose soul is not conscious > fany evil, -and who leads a
Just and uprgght life! And these things :are proclaamed by those who
profifse :ﬁpurlflcatlon from eryor. Let us now hear.who thoseiare that
aré’ d Yo the Christianm mysfexles~ Whoevet is.a sznnax;”whqover

is. unwlse, ﬁhoeVer is a fodl ‘and whoever /" “in short, is. miserable, him
the Klngdom of God will - recolve.d Do, you notﬂ thexefoxe. eall forth

or. impart any wisdom or”philosophy wlth regard to the creatloniv

One of the. aarly mystery. xellglons,Jpre-eAwtlng CGhristianity,” found
in thes 'sles is D;uldlsm. The . religio authorlty was . totally under
thg contrel - of the Druid: priests. Theix powex. over the people: was .
unquestlcned agd there wexe lnstanoes when garz1ng tribes, about! to
attack each. ofhexy sheathed their swordg when' ozé@zed to-do so by the .
nrlests. ‘No- undertaklng of any 1mportance was started w1thout thelr :
a551stance ' g

Theze 1s muoh speculatlon as to how and when the Dru;d Myster&es wer
first started .and where. they xeoelved their 1nstructmon.: It would
seem llkely that thelr teachlngs were a synthesis -of .esoteric - teaohlng
from Egjpt reachlng these lsles by way. of the medlteranlan and the -
near east. ' The Dzulds wexe 1n1t;ates of,a seeret school which ex1sted
4n their midst.  Their seécret teachlngs were never written down and had
to»be_leaqnt oraily by spe01a11y prepared candldates. ek

The Ds "ds were credlted w1th having a deep knoweledge of nature and
her 1z ',.AThey,had 2 fundamental knowledge of medicine ustig: herbs

and 51mptes, andfakso studied geography, physical science, ‘natural.-
theology, astrolohy -and -astronomy as can be seen:from the stone rugr G
found all over these 1sles, such &8 stonehenge.,- i i

em nﬁhthelr beliefs were that there were, three obJects of; metempsychos1s :

e transmigration ‘of. the soul from‘oqg body to another) - --»_‘_ S
to collect into the soul the propertles of all being, to acquire
knowledge of a1l thlngs,~and to-get power to congruer evil, Thexe
are akso- three kinds, of knowledge- Lnowledge of the nature of each .
thlng and of its’ cause and of its influence. There are three things:
which con+1nua11y gxow less: darkness,. falsehood and death-and there
are three whxeh constantly 1ncrease~ 11ght llfe and . truth

The Drtlds taught the" people of Bxitaln and Gaul oonoernang hhe
immortality of the éoul. They belleved in transm;gratlon and dns
relnoarnation AR s : ST L

m
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They taught that all men would be saved but some must return to
earth many times to learn the lessons of human life.

The Druids lived in &trict abstinence and studied the natural
sciences. They preserved the deepest secrecy and admitted new
members only after long probaticnary periods. Although celibacy
was not demanded few of them married.

They had a great many frast days including celebrating the birth

of the Sun God on the 25th Deceaber. The Druids had a Madonna or
Virgin mother, with a child in her aims and thoir Sun God was
resurrected at what is now called E-~lzr. They had a great respect
for nature choosing to work with her laws and they venerated the

nature spirits such as fairies, gncues and undinec (water spirits).

Sant Aja AnandJi




