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"0 people of the earth, men born and made of the elements
but with the spirit of Divine Man within you, rise from
your sleep of ignorance! Be sober and thoughtful. Realise
that your home is not in the earth but in the Light. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having
power to partake of immortality. Depart from the dark
light and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yourselves
toclimb through the seven rings, and to bind your souls
with the eternal light."

Attributed to Hermes

The ancient Egyptians held that Hermes was the
master of all Arts and Sciences, Ruler of the Three Worlds,
Scribe of the Gods and Keeper of the Books of Life. He
was known as Hermes Trismegistus(or Thrice Greatest)
because he was considered to be the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of all priests, and the greatest
of all kings. Iamblichus claimed that he wrote some
20,000 books, but Manetho went further increasing that
number to a phenomenal 36,000 works. His writings are
said to have covered a vast array df subjects, and yet not
only is he regarded as a writer but also as a revealer of
wisdom. Among the arts and sciences which Hermes revealed
to manking according to ancient Egyptian and Greek sources
were medicine, chemistry, law art, astrology, music,
rhetoric magic, philosophy, geography, mathematics
(especially geometry), anatomy, and oratory.

Because of his great learning Hermes became identified
with many early sages and prophets. It is believed that
he was known as Enoch to the Jews. Hermes was also
accepted into the mythology of the Greeks later becoming
the Mercury of the Romans. He became known as the messenger
of the Gods because of all the creatures he was nearest to
God. Virtually all of the symbols in Freemasonary are
Hermetic in character, and he was the author of the masonic
initiatory rituals which were borrowed from the mysteries
already established by him. Hermes is also credited with
the reformation of the calendar system which increased the
number of days from 360 to 365.

There are two famous works from all the fragmentary
writings of Hermes. The first is the Emerald Table which
provided a wealth of alchemical knowledge, and the second
is the Divine Pymander. The Pymander is one of the earliest
of Hermetic writings still existing though it was
extensively remodeled during the first two centuries AD.

It is the story of how Hermes was prompted to commence
his ministry and to give so much wisdom to mankind, and
also shows us the source of his wisdom.

The book tells us that as Hermes was meditating he
gradually freed his higher consciousness from the bondage
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of his bodily senses and as he left his bodily senses behind
he saw a very large figure, the Great Dragon (or Pymander).
Its wings stretched accross the sky and light streamed in
all direction from its body. The dragon revealed itself

as Pymander, the Mind of the Universe, the Creative
Intelligence and the Absolute Emperor of all. Hermes then
asked Pymander to disclose the nature of the universe.
Immecliately the “orm of the dragon changed and there was

a great radiance of light. Then came a great darkness
through which drifted a watery substance. Then out of the
imprisoned light came a Word spoken by the dragon which
pulled the light out of the darkness and thus it was said
the worlds below and the worlds ahove were created.
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For further reading on this article or other subjects that
may be of interest to you,we suggest the following course
of action before you start buying any more books.

There are a great many books now on the Path. A good
selection of occult and esoteric literature is available
from the Central Library held at steve and Avril's house.

Another perhaps suprising source of books of this type

are the Town and Borough Libraries. You will not normalily
find them on the public shelves but ask a handy librarian
and you should be directed to a card index or micro-fiche
system, by titles and authors. These more obscure books
are usually stored in warehouses or rooms rented by the
library and for a small fee, usually 35p, they will get
the books for you and advise you when to call back and collect
them ,

Libraries do not make a charge for joining. What you will
need is proof of residence such as a driving licence or a
stamped envelope with your name and address on it.
Libraries are a public service paid for out of the rates.
If you cannot find the book that you are looking for then
ask the librarian if he can get hold of a copy for you.
They will usually do this especially if they know that

you will be using the book for studying.
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