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The Qabbalah as defined by the Secret Doctrlne, is the .esoteric

‘or mystis doctrine concerning God and” the’ UhiVerse, aseertnd to

have come down as a revelation to the ‘elect from a remote past

and preserved by a pr1v11eged few.

The Qabbalah is a system well known . by Western ocoultlsts prlgar~

ily for 'its" giyph “tHe tree’ of life, ThlS will be dlouazed
Silater aIOhg with Qabballstic oosmogony. N

Flrstly we w111 look at the origins of the éystem as far as it is
possible. Many would like to trace the Qabbalah back to Egypt

-“hC fhreligh CHaldéa.  Thig i no doubt true but #t must be remembered

_ that sugh a system wvolved over thousands of years and was an
‘gxpression of a many Faceted wisdom teaohing used by the ancients,

- What weé havé today is a d1stillation of this wisdom whlcﬁ‘thé
dark years of early Chrlstlanity have well nigh destroyeds

Today the Qabbalah is acoredited to the Jewish tradltion ahd "’

is said to have been given by God to loses (an echo perhaps of
Moses' initiation into the Egyptian mysterlﬂs) loses is said to
have ascented Motnt Sinai three times, remainihg forty days with God
each time. He was glven sucdessively the threé parts of Hebrew
theology all of which hre concebled in the first four books of;

the Pertateuth (this béing the first .f4¥e books »f the 0ld" -
Testament whigh are accorded to Mgsés). These aprts are:

g The L&w*w&g taugh%'to ail children of’ Isr&el._;v, e

<3 Fuads @l :
: _Tha SouL oi‘ thse J:ayv (Mlshna oF Talmud) was.” 'tasught‘ o: -the!
H\rabblns and teachers. .. i
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34" The Soul'of the Soul 6f the Law or Qabbalah was taught only to
' the highest 1n1t1ates.> ‘f .
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The three maln sorlptures oontalnlng Qabbalistln dygtrlpes are-

1 The Sepher Yetzridh' (or book of Formation) said to be wrdtten
by Abraham, but probably by the Rabbi Ahlba in AD 120

2t The Sepher of Zohar (or book of Splendour) probably written by
"Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai a:.disciple: of Rabbl Ahlba about AR I6I,

Sl

3o The Apocolypse of St John the D1v1ne.w_l
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The Bépher Yetzirah is the main work from which the tree of Life
or Otz Chilm was demaved‘_\_

In looklng at the orlglns, the 1mpression is one of extremem
vagueness. Nevertheless, it is well to recall that dootrines

are used as the authoritative basis for many Western groups,
partioularly the magical orders of the turn of the century, like
the Golden Dawn. Its symbollsm is also used widely in Freemasonry
and R091cruoianlsm.
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The socpe of - the Qabbalah 1s vast indéed. Its advocates reoognise.

I, The Natural Qabbalah used to 1nvastigate the world's myeterles.
2 The Analogioal Qabbalah used %o 1nvest1gate the relatlonship
M between the. miocro and maoro wosms.

3. The Contemplatlve Qabbalah used to develop sbstract thinking
pr()ooeses.. :

8 The Astrologlcal Qabbalah used to 1nvest1gate planetary
: correspondenoes. i

5, The Mag1oa1 Qabbalah used to ga1n control of matter.

In dealing with the Qabbalah a sophlsticeted cosmogony is encountered.
God, the unknowable is seen under three aspects as Ain,Ain Soph

and Ain Soph Aur., These are knéwn as the waksé. of negative existence,
in other words the ‘unformed, which nevertheless contain a degree

of differentiation in oreder that somethlng can come from such

a state. Therefore Ain is the realm of pure spirit, completely
without bounds, which gradually condenses, if such a parodox

can be envisaged, into Ain Soph, the limitless and boundkess, and
then into Soph Aur, the limitless llght. This is analagous to

the teachlngs concernlng God as a Trinity.

From the Vells of negatlve exlstende, arises a point known as
the first crown from which develops the Tree of Life itself.’
-The first crown is one of-a series of ten known as the Sephiroth
or Saphiris of the tree. They. are- thought of as reflecting .the
powers of God in a tenfold way 1Tke globes which are filled in
turn with the essence of God, yet a4t the same. time colourlng

it in differing ways.

This then is the tree of 1life or Otz Chiim as it is popularly
seen,




